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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 00902 272220Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 ACDA-12 MCE-00 AID-05 IGA-02 OMB-01 
TRSE-00 EB-08 10-13 DOE-11 SOE-02 /115W 

064724 272234Z/41 

P R 272120Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6037 
INFO AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 902 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PE, BL, Cl, EC, CO, VE, PN, AR 

SUBJECT: ARMS LIMITATION UNDER AYACUCHO DECLARATION 

REF: STAE 015196/1 

1 . THE FOLLOWING PARS ARE KEYED TO PAR 4, REFTEL. 

2. IN EMBASSY CONVERSATION WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS 
OVER THE YEARS, AS WELL AS DURING RECENT MONTHS, IT HAS BECOME 
CLEAR THAT, WHILE THE GOC STRONGLY SUBSCRIBES TO THE 
OBJECTIVES OF THE AYACUCHO DECLARATION, IT IS SKEPTICAL THAT 
THESE OBJECTIVES ARE LIEKLY TO BE ACHIEVED. THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY VIEW HAS BEEN, THEREFORE, THAT FOLLOW UP MEETINGS TO 
THE AYACUCHO DECLARATION WOULD BE A WASTE OF TIME AND SCARE 
RESOURCES. ONE FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCE HAS ALSO COMMENTED THAT 
THE GOC IS NOT ANXIOUS TO HAVE ITS MILITARY PERSONNEL DEVELOP 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BOGOTA 00902 272220Z 

CONTACT WITH OFFICERS FROM MILITARY REGIMES, WHICH WOULD 
BE LIKELY AT SUCH MEETINGS. 

3. BECAUSE OF ITS INTEREST IN PROMOTING ARMS LIMITATION, 

COLOMBIA WOULD PROBABLY RESPOND FAVORABLY TO AN INITIATIVE TO 
CONVENE ANOTHER MEETING OF THE AYACUCHO SIGNATORIES IF IT 
WAS CONVINCED THAT SUCH A MMETING WAS LIKELY TO LEAD TO 
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CARRYING OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THE DECLARATION. IN SUCH A 
CIRCUMSTANCE COLOMBIA MIGHT EVEN BE WILLING TO JOIN OTHER 
NATIONS IN TAKING THE INITIATIVE. 

4. OUR CONSULATIONS WITH THE COLOMBIANS ON AYACUCHO AND DIS 
ARMAMENT IN GENERAL INDICATE THAT THE GOC WOULD BE INTERESTED 
IN THE INCLUSION OF SUCH NON-ANDEAN COUNTRIES AS BRAZIL 

AND AREGENTINA INSUCH A MEETING, PREFERABLY UNDER THE AEGIS 
OF THE OAS. 

5. IT WOULD NOT BE A FAR CRY FROM THE KIND OF MEETING CONTEM- 
PLATED IN PAR 3, ABOVE, TO A LATIN- AMERICA WIDE CONFERENCE 
WHICH COULD BE SUPPORTIVE OF THE SSOD. OWEVER, IN VIEW OF 
PRESENT SKEPTICISM REGARDING THE PROBABLE USEFULNESS OF A LA- 
WIDE ARMS LIMITATION MEETINGS, THE COLOMBIAN SWOULD PROBABLY 
PREFER THAT SUCH MEETINGS HAVE RELATIVELY LIMITED OBJECTIVES AND 
INVOLVE COUNTRIES DIRECTLY INTERESTED. 

6. THE GOC IS LIKELY TO PREFER THAT ANY U.S. ROLE BE LOW 
KEY AND LOW PROFILE. 

ASENCIO 
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